
Morning Worship Service 9:00 AM 
December 4, 2011 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Please adjust all electronic communication devices so as not to disrupt the service. 
 If you need to leave the Sanctuary, please use the exits at the back. 

 

 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Silent Reflection 
 

Advent means “coming.”  It is a time to prepare our hearts to celebrate 
Christ’s second coming as well as his first.  The glowing flames of the candle 
remind us of the star of Bethlehem, and most of all, the Light of the World 
Jesus Christ. 

Of the five candles, three are blue, one is rose, and one is white.  The blue 
candles represent the attitude of humility and repentance with which we 
anticipate His coming.  The rose candle, the Shepherd’s candle, stands for 
God’s love and faithfulness.  The white candle in the center represents Christ’s 
holiness and perfection. 

 
The Second Candle is the Bethlehem candle, which points to the Christ child 
taking on flesh and being born in Bethlehem. 

 
 

 
 

Prelude 
Wake, Awake for Night is Flying - Johann Gottfried Walter    

  Let us quiet our hearts before the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 



Call to Worship 
Psalm 85:1-9 

 

Leader:  You showed favor to your land, O LORD; you restored the 
  fortunes of Jacob.  
 

People:  You forgave the iniquity of your people and covered all 
  their sins.  
 

Leader:  You set aside all your wrath and turned from your fierce  
  anger.  
 

People:   Restore us again, O God our Savior, and put away your 
  displeasure toward us.  
 

Leader:  Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your 
  anger through all generations?  
 

People:  Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice 
  in you?  
 

Leader:   Show us your unfailing love, O LORD, and grant us your 
  salvation.  
 

People:   I will listen to what God the LORD will say; he promises 
  peace to his people, his saints— but let them not return to 
  folly.  
 

ALL:    Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, that his 
  glory may dwell in our land.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

** Glorifying God in Song  
Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing 

Hymn #203 
 
 
 
 



**  The Invocation 
 
 
 
 

**  The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all 
things visible and invisible.  
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all 
things were made; who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was 
buried; and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and he 
shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose 
kingdom shall have no end.  
 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets; and we believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic church; we acknowledge one baptism for the 
remission of sins; and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen.  
 
 
 

 

The Sacrament of Christian Baptism 
 

Dominick Gregory Zak 
 

Martin Alexander Zak



The First Scripture Lesson 
 

1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has 
been paid for, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her 
sins. 3 A voice of one calling: “In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; 
make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be 
raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become 
level, the rugged places a plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed,  
and all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All men are like 
grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field. 7 The grass withers and 
the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the 
people are grass. 8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our 
God stands forever.” 9 You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high 
mountain. You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a 
shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your 
God!” 10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and his arm rules for 
him. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. 11 He 
tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries 
them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.  
 

Isaiah 40:1-11       
Leader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 

 
 

The Confession of Our Sins 
 
“Almighty God, father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of 
all men; we acknowledge and confess our many sins; which we, from time to 
time, most grievously have committed; by thought, word, and deed; against 
Thy divine majesty.  We do earnestly repent; and are heartily sorry for these 
our misdoings—the remembrance of them is grievous unto us.  Have mercy 
upon us; have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for Thy son our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may 
hereafter serve and please Thee in newness of life; to the honor and glory of 
Thy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

Assurance of Pardon 



The Musical Offering 
 
 
 
 
 

The Second Scripture Lesson 

8 Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did 
regret it—I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while— 9 yet now I 
am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you 
to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not 
harmed in any way by us. 10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to 
salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 11 See what 
this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to 
clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, 
what readiness to see justice done. At every point you have proved yourselves 
to be innocent in this matter. 12 So even though I wrote to you, it was not on 
account of the one who did the wrong or of the injured party, but rather that 
before God you could see for yourselves how devoted to us you are.  

2 Corinthians 7:8-12       

Leader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 



The Anthem 
Excerpts from Gaudete (Rejoice) - Anders Ohrwall 

  
 
 

Rejoice - Movement 1 
  

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Rejoice! 
Christ Jesus is born, born of virgin Mary. 

Rejoice! 
  
  

In Dulci Jubilo - Movement 3 
  

In dulci jubilo (in sweet jubilation) Let us our homage show; 
Our heart's joy reclineth In praesepio. (in a manger) 

And like a bright star shineth, Matris in gremio. (in the mother's lap) 
Alpha es et O, Alpha es et O. (Thou art Alpha and Omega.) 

 
O Jesus parvule! (O tiny Jesus)  My heart is sore for thee! 
Hear me, I beseech Thee, O Purer optime! (O best of boys) 

My prayer let it reach Thee, O Princeps gloriae! (O Prince of Glory) 
Trahe me post Te! (draw me after Thee)  Trahe me post Te! 

  
U bi sunt gaudia, (where are the joys)  If that they be not there? 

Angels there are singing Nova cantica, (new songs) 
There the bells are ringing, In Regis curia. (in the King's court) 

O, that we were there, O, that we were there! 
 



The Third Scripture Lesson 
 
1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea 2 and 
saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 3 This is he who was 
spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the desert, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 4 John’s clothes 
were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food 
was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all 
Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were 
baptized by him in the Jordan River. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce 
fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can 
raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and 
every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come 
one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn 
and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  

Matthew 3:1-12 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 

 

 
 
 

 
 
  

** Offertory Hymn 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

Hymn #193 
 
 
 
 



** Offertory Statement & Prayer of Dedication 

7 But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this 
grace of giving. 8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of 
your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  

2 Corinthians 8:7-9 

 
The Offertory 

 Reflection on "Lo, How a Rose Ere Blooming"  
- arr. Linda McKechnie      

 
PLEASE FILL OUT THE CONNECTION CARD IN THE BULLETIN  

TO INDICATE YOUR ATTENDANCE. 

 
 
 
 

** The Doxology 
 

(Hymn # 731) 
Children K4 – K5 may be dismissed to Children’s Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Message 
Rev. John K. Keen 

Senior Pastor 
 
 



 
 

**  Glorifying God in Song 
What Child Is This   

Hymn #213 
(vs. 1 & 2, only) 

 
 

The Words of Institution 
& 

The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 
 
 

**  Glorifying God in Song 
What Child Is This   

Hymn #213 
(v. 3, only) 

 
 

** Benediction 
 
 
 

Postlude 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel - Rudolf Moser     

 
 
 
 
 

** All who are able, please stand  
Copyrighted  music  used  by permission  - SPC  CCLI   License #167306 



Welcome to Our Visitors 

We welcome you in the name of Christ! You can find more information about us on 
our website at www.seminolepca.org.  For questions or to share a prayer concern, call 
the office at 774-3881, ext. 700 or email us at:  church@seminolepca.org. 

 

Deacons’ Mercy Line  (813) 774-3881 , Ext. 744 
If you or someone you know is in need of assistance, please call this church phone 
extension; a deacon generally checks the line daily. 

 
    

SPC Family SPC Family SPC Family SPC Family MatterMatterMatterMatterssss 

 
 

Congregational Meeting - Please make plans to attend 
our annual congregational meeting next Sunday, 
December 11, immediately after the morning worship 
service.  The purpose of this meeting is: 1) to elect new 
officers; 2) present the 2012 Church Budget to the 
congregation and entertain and address any questions not 

already answered by the Finance Committee; and, 3) to elect and seat/reseat 
trustees of the corporation. No other business will be discussed at this meeting 
(per our Book of Church Order). 
 

Las Posadas – Seminole! We are invited to join in St. Paul’s 
3rd Annual “Las Posadas” celebration, which commemorates 
Mary and Joseph’s cold and difficult journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem in search of shelter. Participants will sing carols, 
walking to four pre-arranged neighborhood homes. At each 
home, the group will ask for a room (which will be denied). 

The group will then proceed back to the church (a symbol of the stable) and of 
course will be welcomed. The night will end with a simple fiesta, food, and 
marshmallows roasted over a fire pit. The celebration will be held on Sunday, 
December 18th, beginning at the church at 6:30 pm.  One and all are welcome 
to join in the celebration.  If you are planning to attend, please RSVP to Jackie 
Toenes (220.4095 or jtoenes@seminolepca.org). 
 

 
Christmas Eve Worship Service - Please join us at 6:00 pm 
on Saturday, December 24 for our annual candle light 
Christmas Eve Service.   
 



 
Congratulations are in order! Please 
join us in congratulating Dave Blanco 
and Sara Guadelupe who became Mr. & 
Mrs. on Saturday, December 3.  May 
God’s blessing be upon them and their 
marriage.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MS/HS MS/HS MS/HS MS/HS Youth Youth Youth Youth Ice Skating Christmas PartyIce Skating Christmas PartyIce Skating Christmas PartyIce Skating Christmas Party    
December 18, 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

 
An outdoor ice rink in Florida?  What better way to 
actually pretend it’s winter and cold outside!  If you 
are a middle school or high school student, come join 
us as we wrap up the year and celebrate Christmas 
together as we glide along the ice rink at Curtis 
Hixon Waterfront Park in downtown Tampa.  
Afterwards, we will recuperate with chili, cocoa, and 
cookies at the Pothoven’s home, along with our 
Christmas gift exchange game.  Not to be missed!  
 
Cost:  $10 
Bring:   A wrapped gift (no more than $5 in value); Notarized Medical/Release 
 form 
Details:  

• Sign up with the church office (or Danny) by Wed. December 14 
• Be at the church office by 5pm.  We will drive downtown together 

to ice skate.  Then we will head to the Pothoven’s home for 
dinner.   

• Parents pick up your son/daughter at the Pothoven’s (10274 Oasis 
Palm Dr.) by 9:00 PM. 

 
 



 
Prayer/Praise:  
 
� Praise for the marriage of Dave & Sara Blanco!  
� Juanita Echevarria (Raquel Fernandez’ mother; health) 
� Mercedes Fernandez (Servy Fernandez’ mother; health) 
� Russell & Kim Dostal (Judy Dostal’s son & d-i-l; adoption issues) 
� Sean Maloney (Sylvia Chai’s son-in-law; health) 
 
 
 
Pray for those seeking employment or better employment:  
 
� Elaine Crescent  
� Amarnath Boodoosingh 
 
 
 
Pray for our missionaries:  

 
� Don & Judy Vander Ploeg, Wycliffe/JAARS; on furlough 
� Dave Hawes, Navigators – training and development 
� Jeff Lee, Reformed University Ministries @ USF  

 
 
 
 
 
 

E-mail: prayer-list@lists.seminolepca.org 
 

Prayer Requests & Praise Reports 



  
 

 

Current Student Ministry Classes  
 

Middle School- Being God’s People 
Teacher: Gregg Quick 
 
This Great Commission Publication (GCP) curriculum provides a survey of the 
journey of God's people from Sinai to Canaan, as passages from Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy, and Joshua (as well as pertinent New Testament passages) 
are studied.  We will study how God’s people received the Law, learned how to 
worship, experienced both successes and failures of faith, and most of all, how this 
applies to each of us and our relationship with God through Jesus. 
 
High School- Ethics 101-Foundations in Making Decisions.   
Teacher: Danny Dalton 
 
Ethics is often described as the study of right and wrong.  Since 1 Corinthians 10:31 
states, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of 
God,” every time you make a decision, whether you realize it or not, you’ve practiced 
ethics.  Every choice you make either glorifies God or it does not.  The question is: 
“What shapes (or informs) your ethic?”  All of our decisions involve the application of 
a standard to a particular situation by a person.  Therefore, foundational to this course 
is the fact that no one can have a proper ethic without having a relationship with God, 
relying on Him, and submitting to His Word. As such, ethics is the application of 
Scripture to all of life.  During this course we will lay a solid foundation in making 
godly decisions. 

Class/Grade Class Teacher(s) Class Room 

Ages 2-3 / Toddlers Bev Thomson #115 

Ages 4-6 / K4–1st Grade Jamie Dalton & Jane Lambers #109 

Ages 7-8 / 2nd–3rd Grade Cathy & Todd Gartman  #111 

Ages 9-10 / 4th–5th Grade Alex & Kelly Fernandez #105 

Jr. High / 6th–8th Grade  Gregg Quick  #107 

Sr. High / 9th–12th Grade Danny Dalton #101 

Adult – Walden Class Bill Earnest #108 

Adult – Apologetics Joe DeNitto Church Office 

Adult – Theology of the 
Christian Faith: III 

Ben Lambers #102 

Christian Education – Adults, Youth, & Children  



Current Adult Classes  
 

Walden Class – Update - Room 108 
Teacher: Elder Bill Earnest 
 
This morning the Walden adult Sunday school class will be commencing our study in 
the sixth chapter of the book of Daniel. Jealousy, envy, and treachery are again a foot 
in the life of Daniel. This time, however, it comes in the court of Darius, the Mede. It 
did not take Darius long to find that he had a prize in this Jewish man by the name of 
Daniel. As in the Babylonian court and now in the Persian court this burned hot in the 
minds of the Persians. From the beginning they plotted against Daniel, waiting for the 
right moment to spring their trap. Daniel's faith became the very bait they could use to 
snare him. If they would have known, that was tried by the Babylonians and failed. 
"But they didn't!" The book of Daniel is all about God, and God is not about to let the 
faith of His servant be used against him. We have said this many times; Biblical 
stories are much more than stories, they are a history of how God works in the lives of 
people. "All people." From them we find a wealth of spiritual truth for us to study, 
learn from, and grow in our faith. Come; join us as we grow together. 
 
Apologetics (Defending Your Faith) - Church Office  
Teacher: Elder Joe DeNitto 
 
Have you ever been challenged about your Christian faith by non-believing family 
members, friends or co-workers? Do you avoid arguments about the existence of God? 
Do you find it difficult to express your beliefs in meaningful ways, when questioned 
by those who don’t share your beliefs? If you answered yes to any of these questions, 
then this class is for you. Together, we will explore the two main methods of Christian 
defense for our beliefs. We will study the existence of God, the origin and existence of 
evil, and the problem of pain, in ways that are relevant to today’s culture. As it says in 
1Peter 3:15 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 
 But do this with gentleness and respect …”  Come join Elder Joe DeNitto in the 
church office for this new class, as we “take captive every thought to make it obedient 
to Christ” (2Corinthians 10:5b). 
 
Theology of the Christian Faith: III – Room #102 
Teacher: Ben Lambers  
 
Join Ben Lambers as he leads us through another portion of the Westminster 
Confession of Faith.  In this class, we will cover chapters #16-24 and discuss topics 
such as “What makes a good work good?” “Can Christians lose their salvation?” “Can 
someone have full assurance that they are saved?”  In addition to these very practical 
questions we will also discuss God’s law, Christian freedom, worship and the Sabbath, 
oaths & vows, how we are to relate to our government, and marriage.  (And don’t 
worry, you do not need to have attended Theology I and II to enjoy and benefit from 
this class.) 



 
SUNDAY:   Morning Worship, 9:00 am 
 Fellowship Time, 10:15 am   
 Sunday School, 10:45 am 
 
 MS/HS Student Small Groups, 
 Lambers’ Home, 5:30 pm 
 
TUESDAY:  Session Meeting, 7pm 
 
WEDNESDAY:   Choir Practice, 7:45 pm 
 
FRIDAY:     Seniors’ Covenant Group, 10 am  
 
SATURDAY:   Walden Adult Sunday School Party 
 

  
  
December 11:   Congregational Meeting,  
    following worship service  
 
December 18:   MS/HS Youth Ice Skating Christmas 
    Party, 5pm – 9pm 
 
    Las Posadas, 6:30 pm 
 
December 24:   Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, 6 pm 
 
December 25:   Christmas Day!  
 

 
SEMINOLE AT WORK AND WORSHIP 

Last Sunday’s Attendance:  129 
Last Sunday’s Offering: $4,792.00 

 
For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not 

according to what he does not have.  2 Cor. 8:12 

This Week at SPC ~ Dec. 4 - 10 



Volunteers 

 
Children’s Worship Volunteers 
  

                           Teacher    Helper Banner Bearer 
Today: Donna Waugh Hannah Johnson Maggie Groomes 
Next Week:    Tami Pothoven Cameron Pothoven Sammy Fernandez 
Dec. 18: Lisa Johnson Emily Johnson Kathryn White 

 
Children’s Church for children in K4/K5 meets in Room 109. 

 

Coffee Volunteers                    
 

                   Coffee Volunteers 
Today: Brian Waugh  
Next Week: Andy Thomson  
Dec. 18: Steve Strickland   

Birthdays 
 

Anna Claire Lambers 12/3 

Tom McFarland 12/6 

Alex Fernandez 12/10 

Jared Frail 12/12 

Abby Johnson 12/15 

Pat Bardin 12/16 

Dave Bardin 12/17 

Chris Kladakis 12/17 

Jane Lambers 12/20 

Judy Wildeboer 12/20 

Lesley McKenzie 12/20 

Bryson Pothoven 12/22 

Joey Hickerson 12/23 

Eva White 12/24 

Grace Morton 12/26 

Hannah Johnson 12/27 

Carol McFarland 12/30 

Andrea Cawley 12/31 

  

Anniversaries 
Tom & Andrea Cawley 12/20 

Dave & Pat Bardin 12/29 

 

December Birthdays & Anniversaries 


