
Morning Worship Service 9:00 AM 
December 18, 2011 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Please adjust all electronic communication devices so as not to disrupt the service. 
 If you need to leave the Sanctuary, please use the exits at the back. 

 

 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Silent Reflection 
 

Advent means “coming.”  It is a time to prepare our hearts to celebrate 
Christ’s second coming as well as his first.  The glowing flames of the candle 
remind us of the star of Bethlehem, and most of all, the Light of the World 
Jesus Christ. 

Of the five candles, three are blue, one is rose, and one is white.  The blue 
candles represent the attitude of humility and repentance with which we 
anticipate His coming.  The rose candle, the Shepherd’s candle, stands for 
God’s love and faithfulness.  The white candle in the center represents Christ’s 
holiness and perfection. 

 
The Fourth Candle is the angel’s candle.  It anticipates Christ’s second 
coming and focuses on His finished work of salvation. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Prelude 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence - arr. Ferreira    

  Let us quiet our hearts before the Lord. 
 
 
 



Call to Worship 
Hebrews 1:5-8 

 
Leader:  For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my 
  Son; today I have become your Father”? Or again, “I will be 
  his Father, and he will be my Son”? 
 
People:  And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, 
  he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
 
Leader:  In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his angels  
  winds, his servants flames of fire.”  

ALL:   But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last 
  for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of 
  your kingdom.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

** Glorifying God in Song  
Angels We Have Heard On High 

Hymn #214 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**  The Invocation 
 
 
 
 



**  The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all 
things visible and invisible.  
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all 
things were made; who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was 
buried; and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and he 
shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose 
kingdom shall have no end.  
 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets; and we believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic church; we acknowledge one baptism for the 
remission of sins; and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Musical Offering 



The First Scripture Lesson 
 

1 After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest 
from all his enemies around him, 2 he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, 
living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.” 3 Nathan 
replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the 
LORD is with you.” 4 That night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 
saying: 5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD says: Are 
you the one to build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not dwelt in a house from 
the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving 
from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. 7 Wherever I have moved with 
all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 8 
“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I 
took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my 
people Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut 
off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like 
the names of the greatest men of the earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my 
people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own 
and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as 
they did at the beginning 11 and have done ever since the time I appointed 
leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies. 
“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for 
you: 12 When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up 
your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will 
establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, 
and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of 
men, with floggings inflicted by men. 15 But my love will never be taken away 
from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 
Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will 
be established forever.’” 17 Nathan reported to David all the words of this 
entire revelation.  

 
2 Samuel 7:1-17         

Leader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 



The Confession of Our Sins 
 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let us sow 
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there 
is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.  O Divine Master, grant that we may not so much 
seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be 
loved as to love.  For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we 
are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 
                                  

  - A prayer attributed to St. Francis 
 

  

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 

Musical Offering 
 
 
 
 

The Second Scripture Lesson 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the 
gospel of God— 2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in 
the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a 
descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared 
with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 5 Through him and for his name’s sake, we received grace 
and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience 
that comes from faith. 6 And you also are among those who are called to 
belong to Jesus Christ. 7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be 
saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

Romans 1:1-7 
 

 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 



Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Anthem 
Come And Worship (A Suite for Christmas) – 

 arr. Phillip Keveren 
  
 

Joy To The World!  
(Congregation please join the choir.) 

 
Joy to the world!  The Lord is come. 

Let earth receive her King. 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing.  

  
He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove, 
The glories of His righteousness, 

And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love.



The Third Scripture Lesson 
 
26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her 
and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have 
found favor with God. 31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and 
you are to give him the name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 
David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will 
never end.” 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called 
the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her 
old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37 For 
nothing is impossible with God.” 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. 
“May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.  
 

Luke 1:26-38 
 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

** Offertory Hymn 
Away In A Manger 

Hymn #205 
 
 
 
 



** Offertory Statement & Prayer of Dedication 

28 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and 
strength, 29 ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name. Bring an offering and 
come before him; worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness. 30 
Tremble before him, all the earth! The world is firmly established; it cannot be 
moved. 31 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let them say among the 
nations, “The LORD reigns!”  

I Chronicles 16:28-31 

 
 
 
 

The Offertory 
       Advent Carols (including Of the Father's Love Begotten 
and O Come, O Come, Emmanuel) – arr. Linda McKechnie 

 
PLEASE FILL OUT THE CONNECTION CARD IN THE BULLETIN  

TO INDICATE YOUR ATTENDANCE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

** The Doxology 
 

(Hymn # 731) 
Children K4 – K5 may be dismissed to Children’s Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Message 
Rev. John K. Keen 

Senior Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**  Glorifying God in Song 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Hymn #201 
 
 
 
 

** Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 

Postlude 
O Come All Ye Faithful - Sigvart Hofland    

 
 
 
 

** All who are able, please stand  
Copyrighted  music  used  by permission  - SPC  CCLI   License #167306 



Welcome to Our Visitors 

We welcome you in the name of Christ! You can find more information about us on 
our website at www.seminolepca.org.  For questions or to share a prayer concern, call 
the office at 774-3881, ext. 700 or email us at:  church@seminolepca.org. 

 

Deacons’ Mercy Line  (813) 774-3881 , Ext. 744 
If you or someone you know is in need of assistance, please call this church phone 
extension; a deacon generally checks the line daily. 

 
    

SPC Family SPC Family SPC Family SPC Family MatterMatterMatterMatterssss 

 
 

Las Posadas – Seminole! We are invited to join in St. Paul’s 
3rd Annual “Las Posadas” celebration, which commemorates 
Mary and Joseph’s cold and difficult journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem in search of shelter. The celebration will be held 
tonight beginning at the church at 6:30 pm.  One and all are 
welcome to join in the celebration.   
 
 
Christmas Eve Worship Service - Please join us at 6:00 pm on 
Saturday, December 24 for our annual candle light Christmas 
Eve Service.   
 

 
Programming Note – Please be advised that Sunday School will be 
suspended on Sunday, December 25 and Sunday, January 1 for the Christmas 

and New Year holidays. Our Worship 
Service will be held at its regular time, 9:00 
am, followed by a time of fellowship at 
10:15 am.  
 
 
Church Office Schedule – Please note that 
the church office will be closed from 

December 23 through January 1; the office will reopen Monday, January 2.  If 
you have contributions for the 2011 tax year, please simply mail them on or 
before the 31st of December (versus hand delivering to the office).  
 
 



End of Year Contributions - This is a reminder that for any 
contributions to count for the 2011 tax year, they must be 
postmarked to the church by December 31, 2011. If you have 
any questions, please contact Jackie Toenes. 
 

Boxed Offering Envelope Sets - Boxed offering envelope sets 
will be made available upon request. Envelopes are NOT 
required or needed.  Only request a set if they assist you in 
keeping up with your tithe and contributions.  Contact Jackie if 
you would like a set: jtoenes@seminolepca.org or leave a 
message at 220.4095. 

 
PCA Christmas Offering – If you would like to give towards the 2011 PCA 
Christmas Offering, we can forward your check to the PCA Ministerial Relief 
Fund, however, please make your check out to: PCA Ministerial Relief NOT 
to SPC.  You may place your check in the offering plate.   Alternatively, feel 
free to mail your contribution directly to the PCA Ministerial Relief Fund to 
the address printed on the enclosed flyer.  
 

Congregational Meeting - Please make plans to attend a 
congregational meeting on Sunday, January 8, 
immediately after the morning worship service.  The 
purpose of this meeting is to elect church officers. No 
other business will be conducted (per our Book of Church 
Order). 

 
 

Saturday, January 7 – Unhanging of the Green & 
General Grounds Workday  We’ll need a bit of help 
taking down the decorations. Also, there are some projects 
for the grounds that need to be tended to such as weeding 
flower beds and trimming hedges.  More details will 
follow.  

 
Friday, January 13 – Culture Tap @ the Pothoven’s home. Film selection 
will be The Adjustment Bureau. Event starts at 7:00 pm. More details to 
follow.  
 
Friday, January 20 – Bach Cello Concert. Join us for a very special evening 
when our own Grace Juliano will perform a selection of Bach pieces for the 
cello.  This is a free event and is sure to be a delight. Event starts at 7:00 pm. 
More details will follow.  
  



Prayer/Praise:  
 
� Juanita Echevarria (Raquel Fernandez’ mother; health) 
� Mercedes Fernandez (Servy Fernandez’ mother; health) 
 
Pray for those seeking employment or better employment:  
 
� Elaine Crescent  
� Amarnath Boodoosingh 
 
Pray for our missionaries:  

 
� Don & Judy Vander Ploeg, Wycliffe/JAARS; on furlough 
� Dave Hawes, Navigators – training and development 
� Jeff Lee, Reformed University Ministries @ USF  

 
E-mail: prayer-list@lists.seminolepca.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Class/Grade Class Teacher(s) Class Room 

Ages 2-3 / Toddlers Bev Thomson #115 

Ages 4-6 / K4–1st Grade Jamie Dalton & Jane Lambers #109 

Ages 7-8 / 2nd–3rd Grade Cathy & Todd Gartman  #111 

Ages 9-10 / 4th–5th Grade Alex & Kelly Fernandez #105 

Jr. High / 6th–8th Grade  Gregg Quick  #107 

Sr. High / 9th–12th Grade Danny Dalton #101 

Adult – Walden Class Bill Earnest #108 

Adult – Apologetics Joe DeNitto Church Office 

Adult – Theology of the 
Christian Faith: III 

Ben Lambers #102 

Christian Education – Adults, Youth, & Children  

Prayer Requests & Praise Reports 



Current Adult Classes  
 

Walden Class – Update - Room 108 
Teacher: Elder Bill Earnest 
 
Today in the Walden class the message is the birth of Christ as recorded in the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Each year we review this gift from our loving heavenly 
Father to remind ourselves of the miracle of grace He so loving bestowed upon us. In 
our world today, the birth of Christ is being forced out of the public view and it is 
important for God's people to maintain the reverence of this great miracle as a witness 
to those who are lost in their sin. 
 
Recently I came across the story of how "A Charlie Brown Christmas" came into 
being in 1965. It is quite a story and one aspect of it is worth repeating here in this 
column. When Mr. Schulz wrote the story and had Linus read the birth of Christ from 
the book of Luke (from the King James version no less), CBS executives wanted that 
removed; they said people would not like it. Mr. Schulz said "that stays or there will 
be no Charlie Brown Christmas special." People love that show and we now have 
"Peanuts" for Christmas! PTL 
  
Apologetics (Defending Your Faith) - Church Office  
Teacher: Elder Joe DeNitto 
 
Have you ever been challenged about your Christian faith by non-believing family 
members, friends or co-workers? Do you avoid arguments about the existence of God? 
Do you find it difficult to express your beliefs in meaningful ways, when questioned 
by those who don’t share your beliefs? If you answered yes to any of these questions, 
then this class is for you. Together, we will explore the two main methods of Christian 
defense for our beliefs. We will study the existence of God, the origin and existence of 
evil, and the problem of pain, in ways that are relevant to today’s culture. As it says in 
1Peter 3:15 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 
 But do this with gentleness and respect …”  Come join Elder Joe DeNitto in the 
church office for this new class, as we “take captive every thought to make it obedient 
to Christ” (2Corinthians 10:5b). 
 

Theology of the Christian Faith: III – Room #102 
Teacher: Ben Lambers  
 
Join Ben Lambers as he leads us through another portion of the Westminster 
Confession of Faith.  In this class, we will cover chapters #16-24 and discuss topics 
such as “What makes a good work good?” “Can Christians lose their salvation?” “Can 
someone have full assurance that they are saved?”  In addition to these very practical 
questions we will also discuss God’s law, Christian freedom, worship and the Sabbath, 
oaths & vows, how we are to relate to our government, and marriage.  (And don’t 
worry, you do not need to have attended Theology I and II to enjoy and benefit from 
this class.) 



 
SUNDAY:   Morning Worship, 9:00 am 
    Fellowship Time, 10:15 am   
 Sunday School, 10:45 am 
 
 MS/HS Youth Ice Skating Christmas  
 Party, 5pm – 9pm 
 
 Las Posadas, 6:30 pm 
 
WEDNESDAY:   Choir Practice, 7:45 pm 
 
SATURDAY:  Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, 6 pm 
 

  
 
December 23 – January 1:  Church Offices Closed 
  
December 25:   Christmas Day!  
 
January 7:    Un-hanging of the Green & Workday 
 
January 8:   Congregational Meeting: Officer Election 
 
January 13:    Culture Tap 
 
January 17:    Session Meeting, 7 pm 
 
January 20:    Bach Cello Concert 
 

 
SEMINOLE AT WORK AND WORSHIP 

Last Sunday’s Attendance: 138  
Last Sunday’s Offering:  $7,127.85 

For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not 
according to what he does not have.  2 Cor. 8:12 

This Week at SPC ~ Dec. 18 - 24 



Volunteers 

 
Children’s Worship Volunteers 
  

                           Teacher    Helper Banner Bearer 
Today: Lisa Johnson Emily Johnson Kathryn White 
Next Week:    Cathy Armstrong Amanda Waugh Maggie Groomes 
Jan. 1: Therese McKenzie John McKenzie Peter Chang 

 
Children’s Church for children in K4/K5 meets in Room 109. 

 

Coffee Volunteers                    
 

                   Coffee Volunteers 
Today: Steve Strickland   
Next Week: Andrea Cawley  
Jan. 1: Randa Gravanti  

Birthdays 
 

Anna Claire Lambers 12/3 

Tom McFarland 12/6 

Alex Fernandez 12/10 

Jared Frail 12/12 

Abby Johnson 12/15 

Pat Bardin 12/16 

Dave Bardin 12/17 

Chris Kladakis 12/17 

Jane Lambers 12/20 

Judy Wildeboer 12/20 

Lesley McKenzie 12/20 

Bryson Pothoven 12/22 

Joey Hickerson 12/23 

Eva White 12/24 

Grace Morton 12/26 

Hannah Johnson 12/27 

Carol McFarland 12/30 

Andrea Cawley 12/31 

  

Anniversaries 
Tom & Andrea Cawley 12/20 

Dave & Pat Bardin 12/29 

 

December Birthdays & Anniversaries 


