
Order for the Divine Service of Worship  
 

April 2, 2021 - 7:00 PM 
Tenebrae: A Service of Worship for Good Friday 

 
Please adjust all electronic communication devices so as not to disrupt the service. 

 If you need to leave the Sanctuary, please use the exits at the back. 
 

The service of Tenebrae, meaning “darkness” or 
“shadows,” has been practiced by the church since 
medieval times.  Therefore, tonight, we join Christians 
throughout history in using the liturgy of Tenebrae. 
 Through readings from Sacred Scripture and choral 
arrangements, we reflect upon Jesus Christ’s Passion and 
the cataclysmic nature of his great sacrifice to save 
sinners.  The sanctuary symbolically gets darker 
throughout the service as candles are extinguished after 
each Scripture reading.  The service concludes with all 
candles extinguished, representing Christ’s death.  A 
unique aspect of the Tenebrae service is to depart in 
silence, with no benediction, signifying the silence that 
exists before the joyful proclamation, ‘He is Risen!’ 
on Resurrection Sunday morning. 
 
 

 Prelude – String Quartet 
Sarabande 
By J.S. Bach 
 

 
Welcome 
 

 

 

 



**The Call to Worship — Psalm 88 

Leader:  O LORD, the God who saves me, day and  
  night I cry out before you. 

People:  May my prayer come before you; turn your  
  ear to my cry.  

Leader:  For my soul is full of trouble and my life  
  draws near the grave. 

People:  I am counted among those who go down to  
  the pit; I am like a man without strength. 

Leader:  I am set apart with the dead, like the slain  
  who lie in the grave, whom you remember no  
  more, who are cut off from your care. 

People:  You have put me in the lowest pit, in the  
  darkest depths. 

Leader:  Your wrath lies heavily upon me; you have  
  overwhelmed me with all your waves. 

People:  You have taken from me my closest friends  
  and have made me repulsive to them. I am  
  confined and cannot escape; 

Leader:  my eyes are dim with grief. I call to you, O  
  LORD, every day; I spread out my hands to  
  you. 

People:  Do you show your wonders to the dead? Do  
  those who are dead rise up and praise you? 

Leader:  Is your love declared in the grave, your  
  faithfulness in Destruction? 

People:  Are your wonders known in the place of  
  darkness, or your righteous deeds in the land  
  of oblivion? 

Leader:  But I cry to you for help, O LORD; in the  
  morning my prayer comes before you. 

People:  Why, O LORD, do you reject me and hide  
  your face from me? 

Leader:  From my youth I have been afflicted and  
  close to death; I have suffered your terrors  
  and am in despair. 

People:  Your wrath has swept over me; your terrors  
  have destroyed me. 

 
(Continued…) 



Leader:  All day long they surround me like a flood;  
  they have completely engulfed me. 

All:   You have taken my companions and loved  
  ones from me; the darkness is my closest  
  friend. 
 

 
**Hymn  
Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
Hymn #257 
 
 

**Invocation 
 
 
First Scripture Reading -- Betrayal 
John 18:1-11 
1
 When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples 
and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was 
an olive grove, and he and his disciples went into it. 

2
 Now 

Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus 
had often met there with his disciples. 

3
 So Judas came to 

the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some 
officials from the chief priests and Pharisees. They were 
carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. 

4
 Jesus, knowing 

all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked 
them, “Who is it you want?” 

5
 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they 

replied. “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was 
standing there with them.) 

6
 When Jesus said, “I am he,” 

they drew back and fell to the ground. 
7
 Again he asked 

them, “Who is it you want?” And they said, “Jesus of 
Nazareth.” 

8
 “I told you that I am he,” Jesus answered. “If 

you are looking for me, then let these men go.” 
9
 This 

happened so that the words he had spoken would be 
fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.”

10
 Then 

Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high 
priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s 
name was Malchus.) 

11
 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your 

sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given 
me?”  

 
 
 



**Hymn 
What Wondrous Love is This 
Hymn #261 

 
 
Second Scripture Reading -- Trial 
John 18:12-27 
12

 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and 
the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him 

13
 and 

brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of 
Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 

14
 Caiaphas was the one 

who had advised the Jews that it would be good if one 
man died for the people. 

15
 Simon Peter and another 

disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was 
known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high 
priest’s courtyard, 

16
 but Peter had to wait outside at the 

door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, 
came back, spoke to the girl on duty there and brought 
Peter in. 

17
 “You are not one of his disciples, are you?” the 

girl at the door asked Peter. He replied, “I am not.” 
18

 It was 
cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire 
they had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with 
them, warming himself. 

19
 Meanwhile, the high priest 

questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 
20

 “I 
have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always 
taught in synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews 
come together. I said nothing in secret. 

21
 Why question 

me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I 
said.” 

22
 When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby 

struck him in the face. “Is this the way you answer the high 
priest?” he demanded. 

23
 “If I said something wrong,” Jesus 

replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the 
truth, why did you strike me?” 

24
 Then Annas sent him, still 

bound, to Caiaphas the high priest. 
25

 As Simon Peter 
stood warming himself, he was asked, “You are not one of 
his disciples, are you?” He denied it, saying, “I am not.” 

26
 

One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man 
whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see 
you with him in the olive grove?” 

27
 Again Peter denied it, 

and at that moment a rooster began to crow.  
 

 
 
 



Anthem 
God So Loved the World 
By John Stainer 
 

 
Third Scripture Reading -- Judgment  
John 18:28-19:16a 
28

 Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of 
the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to 
avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the 
palace; they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 

29
 So 

Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges are you 
bringing against this man?” 

30
 “If he were not a criminal,” 

they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.” 
31

 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your 
own law.” “But we have no right to execute anyone,” the 
Jews objected. 

32
 This happened so that the words Jesus 

had spoken indicating the kind of death he was going to 
die would be fulfilled. 

33
 Pilate then went back inside the 

palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king 
of the Jews?” 

34
 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or 

did others talk to you about me?” 
35

 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate 
replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who 
handed you over to me. What is it you have done?” 

36
 

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my 
servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But 
now my kingdom is from another place.” 

37
 “You are a king, 

then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You are right in saying 
I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I 
came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on 
the side of truth listens to me.” 

38
 “What is truth?” Pilate 

asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, “I 
find no basis for a charge against him.  

39
 But it is your 

custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time 
of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the 
Jews’?” 

40
 They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us 

Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion.  

1
 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 

2
 The 

soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on 
his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 

3
 and went up 

to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” 
And they struck him in the face.  

(Continued…) 



4
 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, “Look, I 

am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no 
basis for a charge against him.” 

5
 When Jesus came out 

wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate 
said to them, “Here is the man!” 

6
 As soon as the chief 

priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! 
Crucify!” But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify 
him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him.” 

7
 

The Jews insisted, “We have a law, and according to that 
law he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of 
God.” 

8
 When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 

9
 

and he went back inside the palace. “Where do you come 
from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 

10
 

“Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you 
realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” 

11
 

Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it 
were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who 
handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 

12
 From 

then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept 
shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of 
Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” 
13

 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat 
down on the judge’s seat at a place known as the Stone 
Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 

14
 It was the day 

of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour. 
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 

15
 But they 

shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” 
“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. “We have no king 
but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 

16
 Finally Pilate 

handed him over to them to be crucified. 

 
 
String Quartet 
Pi Jesu by Gabriel Fauré 
 
 
Anthem 
Beneath the Cross of Jesus  
Arr. Bradley Ellingboe 

 
 

 
 



Fourth Scripture Reading -- Crucifixion 
John 19:16b-30 
16

 … So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 
17

 Carrying his 
own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in 
Aramaic is called Golgotha). 

18
 Here they crucified him, and 

with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the 
middle. 

19
 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the 

cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. 

20
 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place 

where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign 
was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 

21
 The chief 

priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The 
King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of 
the Jews.” 

22
 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have 

written.” 
23

 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his 
clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of 
them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was 
seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 

24
 “Let’s 

not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot 
who will get it.” This happened that the scripture might be 
fulfilled which said, “They divided my garments among 
them and cast lots for my clothing.” So this is what the 
soldiers did. 

25
 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, 

his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 

26
 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the 

disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his 
mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” 

27
 and to the 

disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this 
disciple took her into his home. 

28
 Later, knowing that all 

was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be 
fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 

29
 A jar of wine vinegar 

was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge 
on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 

30
 

When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” 
With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 
 

Anthem 
Surely He Has Bourne Our Griefs 
By John Leavitt 

 
 
Meditation – Rev. John K. Keen 
 



String Quartet 
Ave Verum Corpus 
By W. A. Mozart 

 
 
Fifth Scripture Reading -- Burial 
John 19:31- 42 
31

 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was 
to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want 
the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they 
asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken 
down. 

32
 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of 

the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then 
those of the other. 

33
 But when they came to Jesus and 

found that he was already dead, they did not break his 
legs. 

34
 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with 

a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 
35

 The 
man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is 
true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so 
that you also may believe. 

36
 These things happened so 

that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones 
will be broken,” 

37
 and, as another scripture says, “They will 

look on the one they have pierced.” 
38

 Later, Joseph of 
Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph 
was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the 
Jews. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body 
away. 

39
 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who 

earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 

40
 

Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the 
spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with 
Jewish burial customs. 

41
 At the place where Jesus was 

crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new 
tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 

42
 Because it 

was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was 
nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 

 
Anthem 
Thy Will Be Done 
By Craig Courtney 

 
 



Vocal Duet 
Were You There?  
Traditional 

 
 
 Feel free to remain seated, pondering this unfathomable 
act of sacrificial love, which accomplished salvation for all 

God’s elect.  When you are ready, exit the sanctuary in 
silent reflection, with hope for Easter Sunday. 

 

 
 

Depart in Silence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Come and celebrate our risen Lord this Sunday, April 4! Our 

worship will begin at 11:00 am.  
 

 (Please note: Sunday school will be suspended for 
this morning.) 

Easter Sunday Services 


